
  

Until 2017, Liliachi School was 

no different- they collected 

water from an unprotected 

well. Lots of pupils missed 

school every day because  

they had to walk long 

distances to fetch water, or 

because they were sick from  

drinking dirty water. 

A quarter of primary schools 

don’t have toilets or places to 

wash hands - if they have 

them, there are not enough & 

they are dirty. 

Introducing you to 
Liliachi Basic School 
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Name:  
District :  
Province :  
Country : 
Population :  
 

 L i l iachi Basic School 

     Nalolo 

     Western Province 

     Zambia     

          889 pupi ls  

  

School Fact File

415 girls    474 boys    7 teachers

These boys and girls come from 21 

surrounding villages. 

Half the population in rural Zambia 

has no access to safe water.

Village Water is changing this 

with your help. Thank you!



"The school shared an unprotected well with nearby villages. It is not reliable because it gets dry especially during dry season. This means our pupils spend a lot of time walking,about 1.5 hours to get water from the well instead of spending the time studying. The water is not clean as the well is not covered and many pupils suffer from diarrhoea." 

A few words from teacher, Mr Mwiya Wamui
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Sanitation
Liliachi school has 8 toilets – that’s 1 for 

every 111 children!    

Girls and boys have separate toilets. 

 They are long drop holes with no lids or 

toilet paper. Before Village Water's 

support there was nowhere to wash 

your hands- it wasn't very hygienic! 

The toilet you can see is a temporary 

structure which is prone to collapse 

especially in the rainy season.   

 

We spoke to 5 of the children to find 
out what they knew about hygiene.   

2 knew about the important times for 
handwashing 

0 had toilets or tippy taps at home  
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How is Village Water helping?

The children were encouraged to become 
‘hygiene champions’ in their villages. This 
could help improve things in 21 villages!  

Step 1

We think understanding and learning 

about hygiene and sanitation is just as 

important as having a safe water 

source.  

We start by teaching important lessons, 

helping people understand the link 

between handwashing and preventing th
e 

spread of harmful bugs, germs and 

bacteria.

Our local partners visited Liliachi School 
to completed hygiene and sanitation 

education with children and teachers.   

May 2017

The trainers showed how to construct a tippy tap from basic materials for handwashing stations

Step 2

Teachers & pupils set to work 

putting all the learning from the 

 training into action. Tippy taps like 

the one shown were built and placed 

around the school. The school was 

tidied and cleaned and extra rubbish 

pits were dug. All these steps help to 

prevent diseases 



Step 3
In August 2017 Village Water installed 

a new water-point with a solar 
powered pump. Solar energy is 

powered by the sun, this means there 
are no running costs or bills to pay 

and it's good for the 
environment. Zambia is the perfect 

place to use the technology because of 
the hot, sunny weather.  

 

The solar panel has cells which convert 
the suns energy into electricity to  

power the pump.

Underground there is lots of fresh water, to access it 
we had to drill pipes into the ground. This is called a 
borehole. The pipes are then connected  to a pump 
which can draw the water up to the surface. This is 

sealed to keep the water clean..

The pu
mp draw

s water u
p to this t

ank which 

is connecte
d to taps 

around the
 school.

Now the children are never far from clean water 
from a tap. There's even a tap outside the school 
so nearby communities can drink safe water too!

A few words from 
teacher, Mr Mbumbi Kashina

"We're so very thankful for 
helping our school with this 
unique water provision 
system. The school suffered 
for a long time without a 
proper source of water and 
this affected the school 
negatively. Now we can safely 
say water related challenges 
have now been sorted out.'' 



Village Water  To Do ListBuild girls', boys' & teachers'
toilet blocks sinks & showers. 
Collect data on health changes
at school Take photos of final project There's still a long way to go

and we need to raise money
for the facilities. We'd love it
if your school could help us
finish the project at Liliachi
School. 

Help us fill this 
frame with a 
photo of the 
finished toilet 

blocks!

What's next at Liliachi School ?
Pit latrines and tippy taps 

are good low-cost ways to improve sanitation and prevent 
diseases. The problem is, they don't last very long. 

Latrines get full up quickly and re-digging pits keeps teachers and pupils from class.  
During rainy season from November to March, flooding is common. If the pits 

flood with water they can't be used and the soft ground can make them collapse. When this 
happens pupils and teachers have no choice but to use the bush as a toilet! 

 
That's why Village Water wants to help the school again by building 

separate toilet blocks for the boys, girls and teachers. These will have 
proper flushing toilets more like we have here, as well as 

sinks and showers. 

You could help us fill 
this frame with a photo 
of the completed toilet 

blocks. 


